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The Ghent His tor ic  D i s t r i c t  i n  Norfolk is a small r e s i d e n t i a l  ne ighborhoodloca ted~i th  
i n  walking dis tance of Norfolk's cen t r a l  commercial core. Pa r t  of a l a t e  19th- and e a r l y  
20th-century suburban land development, t he  d i s t r i c t  encompasses approximately eighty 
acres i n  s ize .  The area under consideration i s  bound t o  t he  north  by O h e y  S t r e e t ,  a 
four-lane t r a f f i c  a r t e r y  with cen t r a l  planted is lands.  To t h e  w e s t  t he  boundaries a r e  
defined by Virginia Beach Boulevard between Olney Road and Yarmouth S t r ee t .  The d i s t r i c t ' s  
remaining edge is marked by the outer bank of Smith's Crc?k, a 'Y"-shaped body of water off  
the  Elizabeth River, and the Brambleton Avenue bridge. Since the  ear ly  20th century, t h e  
western arm of Smith's Creek has been t r a d i t i o n a l l y  re fe r red  t o  a s  the  Hague. 

S t r ee t s  a r e  regular ly  l a i d  out.  Blocks north of Pembroke Avenue follow a simple 
grid plan. Blocks south of Pembroke Avenue l i e i n a s e m i c i r c u l a r  pa t te rn  conforming t o  t he  
curve of Smith's Creek. Two minor diagonal s t r e e t s ,  Drummond Place  and M i l l  S t r e e t ,  se rve  
t o  connect the  inscribed semicircular s t r e e t s .  Beechwood Place, a small park set on a x i s  
with Colonial Avenue, i s  a t  the  core of t he  d i s t r i c t .  

Southeast of t he  d i s t r i c t ,  t he  new Ghent pedestrianbridge (erected by the  Norfolk 
Redevelopment and Housing Authority), replaces an e a r l i e r  vehicle  crossing of 1890. 'Metal 
and wood benches and e l e c t r i c  lamps based on Colonial designs l i n e  the cen te r  of the  
bridge. Though h i s t o r i c a l l y  incor rec t ,  s imi la r  lamps a r e  placed throughout t he  d i s t r i c t  
i n  a l i gh t ing  scheme sens i t i ve  t o  t he  character  of t he  neighborhood. Streetscapes  a r e  
r e l a t i ve ly  f r e e  of above-ground u t i l i t y  wires and allow unimpeded views of Ghent's d i s t i nc -  
t i v e  archi tecture .  

Land use within the Ghent H i s to r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  primarily r e s i d e n t i a l .  Hospital  
f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  located t o  t he  west between Fairfax Avenue, Botetourt  S t r e e t ,  and Mowbray 
Arch (Sarah Leigh Hospital  and Eastern Virginia Medical College). The d i s t r i c t ' s  only 
church i s  the Unitarian Church of Norfolk (formerly the Second Presbyter ian Church) a t  
737 Yarmouth S t r ee t .  The Garrison-Williams School (419 Colonial Avenue) i s  the  only 
pr iva te  educational f a c i l i t y  and i s  located i n  a r ehab i l i t a t ed  residence. The Chrysler 
Museum, Norfolk's p res t ig ious  a r t  museum, i s  located a t  the  northeast  c o m e r  of the 
d i s t r i c t  a t  the  ea s t  head of Smith's Creek. 

Although most houses i n  Ghent were designed as  single-family dwelling un i t s ,  many 
have s ince  been divided i n t o  duplexes and apartments. Three l a rge  apartment houses were 
b u i l t  during the f i r s t  quar ter  of the  20th century: the  Warren (545 Warren Crescent, ca. 
1925); the  Holland (Drumond Place and Botetourt S t r ee t ,  1904), and the  Mowbray (714 
Botetourt S t r ee t ,  ca. 1914). 

Ghent i s  a r ich ly  landscaped neighborhood. I n  addi t ion t o  tree-l ined s t r e e t s  (includ- 
ing plantings from c i r c a  1890 and 1970), most residences a r e  fronted by shrubbery, nea t  
lawns, and small flower gardens. Large t r e e s  with f u l l  branches l i n e  both grass banks of 
the  Hague providing color and shade and adding t o  t he  park-like s e t t i n g  prevalent through 
most of the  d i s t r i c t .  The banks a r e  p a r t i a l l y  l ined  with park benches and a r e  a popular 
recrea t iona l  s i t e  fo_r.residents, picnickers,  and joggers. Terminating both north  ends 
of the  Hague and Smith's Creek a re  stone and cement sea  wal ls  (1919, 1922). The northwest 
end of the  Hague holds a small park lawn and benches, the  whole set off by low stone wal ls .  
Completing the green b e l t  around the Ghent d i s t r i c t ,  park lawns extend along the e n t i r e  
southern edge of Olney Road. Beechwood Place is the remaining publ ic  green i n  the  
d i s t r i c t ;  unfortunately i t  stands neglected and overgrown, surrounded by an ivy-covered 
chain l i n k  fence. 

(See Continuation Sheet 2) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The decades between 1890 and 1930 were a time of intensive land speculation across  

America as  witnessed by the  l a rge  number of newly planned r e s iden t i a l  suburban develop- 
ments. These suburbs range i n  s i z e  from f i v e  o r  t en  blocks of r e s i d e n t i a l  development t o  
conpletely planned suburban communities providing commercial, recrea t iona l ,  and educationa 
f a c i l i t i e s .  Popular plans i n  t h i s  period include those based upon romantic landscape 
theories  of A. J. Downing, Alexander Davis, and Frederick Law Olmsted (i .e. ,  t he  exploi ta-  
t i on  of the na tura l  landscape, subdivision of land in to  la rge  bui lding s i t e s ,  and the  
laying of roads i n  curv i l inear  pat terns  which appear t o  follow the  na tu ra l  contours of the  
t e r r a in ) ;  the  continuation of the ex is t ing  gr id  plan with provisions f o r  tree-l ined 
avenues and regular ly  placed parks; and, a f t e r  t he  Chicago World's Fa i r  of 1893, City 
Beautiful  plans based upon Beaux A r t s  theor ies  ( i . e . ,  a g r id  plan diagonally cut by broad 
avenues v i sua l ly  terminated by c iv i c  buildings and public monuments). By 1910 v i r t u a l l y  
every major American c i t y  could claim a t  l e a s t  one such suburban development. 

The Ghent suburb of Norfolk, Virginia,  began its development i n  1890 with most con- 
s t ruc t ion  occurring between 1892 and 1907. Located several  blocks w e s t  of Norfolk's 
present commercial core, Ghent or ig ina l ly  covered approximately 220 acres.' Although 
most of Ghent was l a i d  along a standard g r id  plan,  t he  s i t i n g  of t he  south sec t ion  of t he  
suburb by Smith's Creek, a "Y"-shaped i n l e t  off t he  Elizabeth River, suggested a d i f f e r e n t  
planning approach. Marshlands a t  t h i s  area  were f i l l e d  and t h e  shore l ine  given a 
semicircular shape. The resu l t ing  s t r e e t ,  Mowbray Arch, soon became the favored loca t ion  
fo r  the  s t a t e l y  houses of Norfolk's middle- and upper-middle-class res idents .  Ghent's plan 
was not pa r t i cu l a r ly  innovative, but i t  successful ly  exploited the a r ea ' s  s t r a t e g i c  water- 
f ron t  locat ion,  providing views over the creek t o  the grass  banks on t h e  opposite shore.  
While Ghent o r ig ina l ly  covered more than t h i r t y  blocks i n  area ,  t he  Mowbray Arch sec t ion  
displays the highest  concentration of houses b u i l t  during the l a t e  19th century. This 
area i s  contained by smith's  Creek and Olney Road, a four-lane t r a f f i c  a r t e r y  connecting 
the  two arms of the  creek and providing east-west access t o  downtown Norfolk. 

Before i t s  l a t e  19th-century development, Ghent was a la rge  farm taking i n  what was 
known as  Pleasant Point. I n  1810 William Martin deeded t h i s  land t o  Jaspar  Moran. Tradi- 
t ion  s t a t e s  Moran soon renamed the area "Ghent" t o  commemorate t h e  signing of the famous 
t r ea ty  ending the  War of 1812 .~  The conclusion of the  war was of great  economic s i g n i f i -  
cance f o r  Norfolk, resu l t ing  i n  the  reopening of sea lanes  a f t e r  years of embargo. I n  
1830, two years following Moran's death, Commodore Richard Drummond purchased the planta- 
t ion,  re ta ining i t s  name of Ghent. The area remained farmland u n t i l  1890 a t  which time 
the Norfolk Company,anewly formed land company, purchased Ghent a s  a speculat ive ~ e n t u r e . ~  - - 

The choice of Ghent by the board of d i r ec to r s  a s  the  s i t e  f o r  t h e i r  investment was 
largely determined by three f ac to r s :  1) t he  projected expansion of t r o l l e y  car  rou tes  
west of Smith's creek4; 2) the  recent construction of a t o l l  bridge across  Smith's Creek 
north from Duke S t r ee t  (completed i n  188715; and 3) t he  annexation i n  1890 of At lan t ic  City 
( s i t e  of the Ghent farm) a s  the  s ix th  ward of   or folk.^ A s  an added incent ive f o r  develop- 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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7.  DESCRIPTION 

Contr ibut ing  t o  t h e  neighborhood c h a r a c t e r ,  most dwel l ings  observe a common s e t b a c k  
l i n e  from t h e  s t r e e t .  Residencestend t o  be of b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  w i t h  s t o n e  
f ac ing  on t h e  f r o n t  facade  ( s e e  Inventory  below: 340-346 F a i r f a x  Avenue,724-728 
Mowbray Arch, 416-418 Pembroke Avenue,422 Pembroke Avenue, and 412-418 Warren Crescent ) .  
Uniform s c a l e  i s  found a c r o s s  Ghent w i t h  231 s t o r i e s  being t h e  average h e i g h t .  Notable  
except ions  a r e  t h e  Eas t e rn  V i r g i n i a  Medical College ( f o u r  s t o r i e s ) ,  t h e  Sarah  Leigh 
Hosp i t a l  ( f o u r  s t o r i e s ) ,  t h e  Holland Apartments ( t h r e e  s t o r i e s  on a h i g h  basement),  and  
t h e  Mowbray Apartments ( f o u r  s t o r i e s  on a h igh  basement). Of t h e s e ,  on ly  t h e  Eastern 
Vi rg in ia  Medical College and a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  Sarah Leigh H o s p i t a l  b reak  from t h e  pervad- 
i n g  turn-of-the-century c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  This  break i s  due n o t  s o  much t o  t h e i r  
he ight  a s  t o  t h e i r  l a r g e  mass and l a c k  of h i s t o r i c  detai l ing--elements  incongruous w i t h  
t h e i r  more d i s t i n c t i v e  ne ighbors .  S i m i l a r l y ,  b u i l d i n g s  l o c a t e d  a c r o s s  from Ghent on t h e  
o u t e r  banks of Smith 's  Creek break  from t h e  s c a l e  and c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

S t y l i s t i c a l l y ,  l a t e  Queen Anne, Colonia l  Revival ,  and Sh ing le  s t y l e s  dominate. 
Colonial  Revival  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  range  from Georgian Revival  (542 Mowbray Arch) t o  F e d e r a l  
(404 Warren Crescen t ) , t o  Queen Anne/Colonial Revival (551 Warren Crescent ) .  Gambrel r o o f s  
h i n t i n g  a t  Dutch Colonia l  i n f l u e n c e s  a r e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  seen  i n  t h e  Ghent a r e a  (574 F a i r f a x  
Avenue, 530 Pembroke Avenue). Sh ing le  S t y l e  houses a r e  second i n  number t o  Colonia l  
Revival dwell ings.  Notable examples i n c l u d e  436 Mowbray Arch, 408 Warren Crescent ,  and  53 
Pembroke Avenue. Three Sh ing le  S t y l e  houses,  p o s s i b l y  by t h e  same, c u r r e n t l y  u n i d e n t i f i e d  
a r c h i t e c t ,  e x h i b i t  l a r g e  porches i n  a f i r s t - s t o r y  recessed  e n t r a n c e  bay (317 Colonia l  
Avenue, 325 Colonia l  Avenue, and 531 Warren Crescent ) .  Typica l  Sh ing le  S t y l e  houses i n  
Ghent a r e  of masonry c o n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  wi th  frame c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( sh ing le  
sheathing)  on t h e  second and a t t i c  s t o r i e s .  

Other s t y l e s  randomly found i n  Ghent inc lude  Engl i sh  Tudor (418 Colonia l  Avenue), 
English Half Timber (203 Colonia l  Avenue, 556 Mowbray Arch, 406-410 Mowbray Arch, and 423 
F a i r f a x  Avenue), I t a l i a n a t e  'IoWnHouse (506-508 Colonia l  Avenue, 726-732 Yarmouth S t r e e t ) ,  
Gothic Revival (737 Yarmouth S t r e e t ) ,  and Beaux A r t s  (Sarah Leigh H o s p i t a l ) .  The remainder  
of Ghent's dwel l ings  a r e  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  c l a s s i f y  a s  any s i n g l e  s t y l e .  These i n c l u d e  
numerous b u i l d e r  Colonia l  Revival  houses a s  w e l l  a s  r e s idencessugges t ive  of  Dutch Queen 
Anne t o m  houses(518 Warren Crescent ,  422 Pembroke Avenue, 524 Pembroke Avenue, 414-416 
Mowbray Arch and 424 Mowbray Arch).  

As p a r t  of t h e  Norfolk Redevelopment and Housing Author i ty  conse rva t ion  a r e a ,  Ghent 
r e c e i v e s  s t r o n g  community suppor t  i n  its p r e s e r v a t i o n  e f f o r t s .  Numerous houses have been  
re turned  t o  single-Camily res idences ,and  t h e  neighborhood has  rega ined  much of i t s  e a r l i e r  
cha rac te r .  Houses r e h a b i l i t a t e d  by t h e  NR&HA tend t o  d i s p l a y  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e x t e r i o r  
changes. These a l t e r a t i o n s  a r e  u s u a l l y  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  removal of porches and t h e  a p p l i c a -  
t i o n  of aluminum s i d i n g  n o t  i n  keeping wi th  t h e  h i s t o r i c  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n  
(See Inventory  below: 300 b lock  of F a i r f a x  Avenue). T h i s  de t r imen t  a s i d e ,  t h e  Ghent 
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  remains Norfo lk ' s  bes t -preserved ,  turn-of-the-century suburban develop- 
ment. F u l l y  e x p l o i t i n g  i t s  w a t e r s i d e  l o c a t i o n ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  r e c a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s t r e e t  

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet  i\2) 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION 

f a b r i c  and i t s  cohes ive  groupings of p rod ig ious  middle- and upper-middle-clzss dwe l l ings .  I 
BNZ 

Below i s  an inven to ry  of a l l  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  Ghent H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t :  I 
(See Continuat ion Sheet f 9 )  I 

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

ment of t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  annexat ion  l e g i s l a t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  allowed f o r  d e v i a t i o n s  from 
I t h e  Rorfolk bu i ld ing  code.7 

John Graham, a c i v i l  engineer  from Ph i l ade lph ia ,  was con t rac t ed  by t h e  Norfolk Compan 
t o  l a y  o u t  t h e  new suburb.8 H i s  p l a n  o f f e r e d  such modern amen i t i e s  of urban  l i f e  as 
sewers,  gas p i p e s ,  wa te r  mains, paved s t r e e t s ,  and g r a n o l i t h i c  sidewalks. '  The street 
layout  was conse rva t ive ,  fo l lowing  a g r i d  p l an  a c r o s s  t h e  s i t e .  Only i n  t h e  Mowbray Arch 
s e c t i o n  ( t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t )  d i d  Graham d e v i a t e  from t h e  g r i d  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  a e s t h e t i c  
land-water r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The e n t i r e  subd iv i s ion  ~ 7 a s  t r a v e r s e d  by Co lon ia l  Avenue which,  
along with Mowbray Arch, w a s  considered t o  be one of Norfo lk ' s  most p r e s t i g i o u s  
r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t s .  A l l  s t r e e t s  were landscaped wi th  s i l v e r  maples and magnol ias ,  
though these  have most ly been r ep laced  by water  oaks and sycamores. 

Work on l a y i n g  t h e  streets, f i l l i n g  t h e  marshland, and shaping t h e  s h o r e l i n e  of  
Mowbray Arch i n t o  a smooth s e m i c i r c l e  continued from 1890 through 1907. lo The f i r s t  house 
completed i s  s a i d  t o  have been b u i l t  by John Graham i n  1892 a t  502 Pembroke. By 1893 o n l y  
t e n  bu i ld ings  had been f i n i s h e d  o r  were under construction.' '  Among t h e s e  a r e  t h e  Hardy- 
Twohy res idence  (442 Mowbray Arch, ca .  1893) ,  t h e  Richard B. T u n s t a l l  r e s i d e n c e  (530 
Pembroke Avenue, ca .  1892-93), t h e  Fergus Reid r e s idence  (325 Colonia l  Avenu ca .  1892- 
93) ,  and the  William H. White r e s idence  (434 Pembroke Avenue, ca.  1892-93). l'' L o t s  i n  t h e  
Mowbray Arch a r e a  s o l d  f o r  $2,500 each i n  1892 and 1893.13 Houses s o l d  f o r  up t o  
$ 2 0 , 0 0 0 . ~ ~  With t h e  expansion of t r o l l e y  c a r  r o u t e s  t o  t h e  suburbs  i n  1894, b u i l d i n g  i n  
Ghent acce lera ted .15  By 1900 two t r o l l e y  l i n e s  se rv iced  t h e  a r e a  and ove r  one  hundred 
houses had been completed w i t h i n  t h e  Mowbray Arch d i s t r i c t  a lone .  Numerous churches  had 
been o r  were be ing  e r e c t e d  a long  nearby Stockley  Gardens, and new p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  were be ing  
planned.17 By 1905 development of  Ghent was v i r t u a l l y  complete. 

The ma jo r i ty  of b u i l d i n g s  e r e c t e d  i n  Ghent were detached,  s ingle- fami ly  d w e l l i n g s ,  
a l though a t t ached  town houses s t and  a t  510-516 Colonia l  and 340-346 F a i r f a x  avenues and : .  

s c a t t e r e d  i n  t h e  400 block of Mowbray Arch. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r i v a t e  dwe l l ings ,  t h r e e  a p a r t -  
ment bu i ld ings  appear i n  t h e  Mowbray Arch a r e a .  The HollandApartnents  were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
a n t i c i p a t i o n  of housing workers  a s s o c i a t e d  with t h e  Jarnestown E x ~ o s i t i o n  of  1907. L a t e r  

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet  #R> ! 
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apartments  i n c l u d e  t h e  Mowbray (ca.  1914) and t h e  Warren (ca.  1930).  The Leache-Wood 
Seminary was t h e  f i r s t  p r i v a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t y  i n  t h e  Mowbray Arch a r e a ,  moving 
t h e r e  i n  1900 ( appa ren t ly  l o c a t e d  a t  411 F a i r f a x  Avenue). The e r e c t i o n  of t h e  Sarah  
Leigh Hosp i t a l  (Beaux Ar ts )  on Mowbray Arch i n  1902 i s  f u r t h e r  ev idence  o f  Ghent 's  
p rospe r i ty .  A f o u r t h  s t o r y  and two wings have been added t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  which h a s  
remained i n  cont inuousopera t ion  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  day. 

The genealogy of  t h e  Norfolk Company appears  complex. The Norfolk Company was a 
subcorpora t ion  of Blake,  Boissevain  and Company, i t s e l f  a merger of Dutch,  New York, and 
London i n t e r e s t s .  While t h e  primary a c t i v i t i e s  of  Blake, Boissevain  and Company con- 
cerned t h e  f inanc ing  of  r a i l r o a d s  i n  America,18 i t  formed t h r e e  s u b s i d i a r y  l a n d  companies 
t o  develop l and  and i n d u s t r i a l  subcorpora t ions .  A major o b j e c t i v e  of  t h e s e  s u b s i d i a r i e s ,  
the  Vi rg in i a  Land Company, t h e  V i r g i n i a  Investment Associa t ion ,  and t h e  Consol ida ted  Coal ,  
I ron  and Land Company, was t o  develop l a n d s  from Norfolk, V i r g i n i a ,  t o  Columbus, Ohio. 
I n  Norfolk, t h e  l o c a l  s u b s i d i a r i e s  were t h e  Norfolk Company, t h e  Ghent-Norfolk Company, 
and t h e  Portsmouth company.19 Local  members of t h e  founding board of d i r e c t o r s  of  t h e  
Norfolk Company were Richard B. T u n s t a l l ,  Al f red  P. Thorn, Fergus Reid, C. G. Ramsay, 
Walter H. Taylor ,  and N.  M. Osborne, most of whom b u i l t  houses f o r  themselves  and t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  new Ghent suburb .20 

The developers  r e t a i n e d  t h e  f a rms tead ' s  name of Ghent because of i ts  h i s t o r i c  and 
romantic European a s s o c i a t i o n s .  Though no a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c o n t r o l s  e x i s t e d  a t  t h i s  e a r l y  
d a t e ,  many b u i l d e r s  picked des igns  thought  t o  be  sugges t ive  of European a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
Arch i t ec t s  of Ghent ' s  Queen Anne houses undoubtedly took i n s p i r a t i o n  from drawings by t h e  
English a r c h i t e c t  Richard Norman Shaw, reproduced i n  popular  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  
Fur ther  a t t empt s  t o  s o l i d i f y  t i e s  between Ghent, Norfolk,  and i t s  European namesake 
occurred i n  1897 when t h e  western arm of Smi th ' s  Creek was c h r i s t e n e d  "The Hague." 
Ceremonies a t  t h e  renaming c e l e b r a t i o n s  pa id  honor t o  t h e  Dutch r o o t s  of  t h e  Norfolk 
Company ( i . e . ,  Boissevain)  and t h e  pa ren t  company's e a r l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  Norfo lk ,  J. P. 
Andre Mottu. Even as l a t e  a s  1911, promoters sought p a r a l l e l s  between Ghent and European 
pro to types .  Re fe r r ing  t o  a proposed ex tens ion  of water  v i s t a s  of t h e  Hague, t h e  
Norfolk c i t y  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  commission observed,  "Already t h e  driveway which i s  t o  be b u i l  
on both  s i d e s  of t h e  water  has  been c h r i s t e n e d  'Norfolk Way,' and i n  a few y e a r s  i t  ought  
to  rank wi th  Queen's Road of Bombay o r  t h e  grand boulevards of  European c i t i es  where wa te r  
and land have been made t o  meet s o  a t t r a c t i ~ e l y . " ~ ~  

The 400 b lock  of Mawbray Arch presented  t h e  most romantic  view of Ghent  a t  t h e  t u r n  - 
of the  century.  ~ m g o d ~ i n g  t h e  suburb ' s  most appeal ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of w a t e r ,  g r e e n e r y ,  
and European-inspired a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  t h i s  view of Ghent was s e i z e d  upon by l o c a l  l a n d  
promoters,  t h e  board of t r a d e ,  and t h e  Chamber of Comerce i n  t h e i r  c i t y  b o o s t e r  e f f o r t s .  
This block was reproduced on p o s t  ca rds  and numerous t r a d e  and souveni r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  f o r  
t o u r i s t  and promotional  consumption a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of   or folk's modern housing.  
Accompanying t h e s e  views were c a p t i o n s  e x t o l l i n g  t h e  a r e a ' s  beau ty  and t h e  moderni ty of  

(See Cont inuat ion  H4) 
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of t h e  c i t y ' s  new sewer, g a s ,  and wa te r  systems. 

Contemporary d e s c r i p t i o n s  of Ghent n o t e  t h e  a r e a  possessed ,  "Norfo lk ' s  brand-newest, 
t a s t i e s t  and c o s t l i e s t ,  most s t y l i s h  and a t t r a c t i v e  homes . . . . The streets i n  t h i s  
q u a r t e r ,  u n l i k e  those  of its o l d e r  p a r t s ,  a r e  wide. The mansions, many of them, a r e  
p a l a t i a l ,  and t h e  grounds, a s  a  r u l e ,  a r e  spac ious  and handsomely adorned w i t h  shade 
t r e e s  and shrubbery . . . "" Elsewhere t h i s  a r t i c l e  b o a s t s ,  "'Ghent' i s  t h e  new s w e l l  
d i s t r i c t  of  orf folk."'^ 

A s  such,  t h e  suburb a t t r a c t e d  Norfo lk ' s  middle- t o  upper-middle-class r e s i d e n t s - - i t s  
c i v i c  l e a d e r s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  and businessmen. The Mowbray Arch s e c t i o n  was a  favored  
l o c a t i o n  by members of t h e  b a r ,  w i t h  over  e igh teen  lawyers r e s i d i n g  t h e r e  by 1905. Most 
prominent among t h e s e  was Robert W. Hughes, United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Court Judge from 1874 
t o  1898 and a noted Norfolk lawyer.  Among Ghent r e s i d e n t s  a c t i v e  i n  Norfo lk ' s  p o l i t i c a l  
and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  scene  were James G. Womble (Common Council, member of t h e  Board of  
D i rec to r s  of  t h e  C i ty  Gas Company, S inking  Fund Commission), W. W. Vicar  ( S e l e c t  Counc i l ) ,  
W. P. Obendorfer ( S e l e c t  Counci l ) ,  T. S. Southgate (Common Council ,  1st Vice  P r e s i d e n t  
S t a t e  Board of Trade) ,  George Arps (Common Council) ,  Robert B. T u n s t a l l  (Common Counci l ,  
Sinking Fund Commission), W i l l i a m  H.  White (Vice P res iden t  C i t y  Gas Company), and Edward 
R. Baird (Sinking Fund Commission). 

Rai lroad i n t e r e s t s  were s t r o n g l y  r ep resen ted .  P e t e r  Wright,  Edwin C. Hathaway, and 
Walter H. Doyle were a l l  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Norfolk Railway and L i g h t  Company. Edwin T. 
Lamb, manager of t h e  Norfolk and Southern Railroad Company, l i v e d  a t  423 F a i r f a x  Avenue, 
and W i l l i a m  M. Whaley, p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Roanoke Railroad and Lumber Company, r e s i d e d  a t  
317 Colonial  Avenue. Other prominent r e s i d e n t s  of Ghent i n c l u d e  Fergus Reid,  p r e s i d e n t  
of t h e  Norfolk and Portsmouth Cotton Exchange; Frank S. Roys ter ,  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  A t l a n t i c  
Guano Company and t h e  Frank S. Royster Guano Company; Char les  M. B a r n e t t ,  consul  f o r  
Nicaragua, Colombia, and Costa Rica and d i r e c t o r  of both  t h e  Vi rg in i a -Caro l ina  T r u s t  
Company and t h e  Nat ional  Bank of  Commerce; Severn S. Nottingham, e d i t o r  and p u b l i s h e r  of  
t h e  Norfolk Landmark; and Herman L. Page, a  l ead ing  Norfolk r e a l t o r .  

Though t h e  ma jo r i ty  of  dwel l ings  i n  Ghent were completed by 1907, improvements con- 
t inued on t h e  Hague and Smith ' s  Creek. I n  1909 t h e  c i t y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  t h r e e  thousand 
d o l l a r s  t o  purchase s t o n e  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  western arm of t h e  Mowbray Arch s e a  
wa11.'4 The western bulkhead of  t h e  Hague was completed i n  1919. The s e m i c i r c u l a r  s e a  
wal l  t o  t h e  e a s t  was f i n i s h e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r . 2 5  The l a s t  major  p r o j e c t  i n  Ghent 
evidencing i t s  cont inuing  p r e s t i g e  was t h e  e r e c t i o n  of t h e  Norfolk Museum o f  Arts and 
Sciences i n  1933 (Peebles  and Ferguson; and,  Calrow, Browne, and Fi tzGibbon,  A r c h i t e c t s ) .  2 

Developed i n  l e s s  than  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  Ghent possesses  a  unique image of  c o n s i s t e n t ,  
well-designed a r c h i t e c t u r e  p laced  w i t h i n  an a t t r a c t i v e l y  landscaped environment.  S t y l i s -  
t i c a l l y  a  wide v a r i e t y  of l a t e  19th-century a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s  appear  w i t h  Dutch Queen 

(See Con t inua t ion  Shee t  i j5)  
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Anne, Colonial Revival, and Shingle Styles dominating. Buildings generally conform to a 
uniform scale of 2% stories and are of brick construction with occasional stone facades 
or brick with shingled upper stories. Residencesrange from builder town houses to large, 
detached architect-designed dwellings. Though presently only a few buildings in the Ghent 
Historic District can be attributed to the hands of a specific architect, it is believed 
many of the designs came from the offices of the following Norfolk architects: Peebles 
and Ferguson; Carpenter and Peebles; Charles M. Cassell; James Calloway Teague; G. B. 
Williams; and George C. Moser. 2 7 

Specific buildings displaying noteworthy designs include the Fergus Reid residence 
(325 Colonial Avenue, 1892); the Frank S. Royster residence (303 Colonial Avenue, ca. 1900 
02); the William H. White residence (434 Pembroke Avenue, ca. 1892); the Richard B. 
Tunstall residence (530 Pembroke Avenue, ca. 1892); the Robert M. and Robert W. Hughes 
residence (418 Colonial Avenue, ca. 1895-1900), and the William Tait residence (436 Mowbra 
Arch, ca. 1895). A large Colonial Revival house from the 1930s is found at 535 Fairfax 
Avenue. 

Following a period of decline after World War 11, Ghent began to stabilize during the 
early 1970s. The city declared Ghent as a code enforcement area in 1962. Two years later 
Norfolk City Council recommended that Ghent be declared a conservation area by rhe Norfolk 
Redevelopment and Housing Authority. Since this date planning reports concerning the 
future development of Ghent were filed by Harry Weese and Associates (Ghent: Guidelines 
for Redevelopment, Chicago, 1974) and the Norfolk Department of City Planning (Ghent: 
Proposed Zoning for Historic - and Cultural Conservation Zoning. Norfolk, June l m r a f d ,  
May 1976). 

Efforts by the Ghent Neighborhood League and the Norfolk Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority have assisted in the rehabilitation of numerous houses. Unfortunately in some 
rehabilitation cases, porches and facade details were removed and aluminum siding 
installed. Several houses divided into apartments during the mid-20th century have been 
returned to use as singlexamily dwellings. Recent landscape improvements include the 
planting of new trees along residential streets and of new flower gardens fronting 
individual houses. Houses along Olney Road were razed as part of the redevelopment pro- 
ject. The lands they occupied have been grassed and provide recreational park facilities. 

No longer functioning as a suburb, today Ghent provides intimate in-town housing with- 
in walking distance to Norfolk's commercial core. Its period architecture, tree-lined 
streets, and attractive waterfront location combine to provide residents of Ghent with one 
of Norfolk's most appealing residential environments. i- 

BNZ 

(See Continuation Sheet #6) 
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1 ~ .  Morrison, P i c t u r e s  - i n  Maritime Dixie, p. 44. Other sou rces  s t a t e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
suburb was 250 a c r e s  i n  s i z e .  See: Samuel Borum, Norfolk VA. ( s i c )  P o r t  and &, p. 66 - --- 

%ee: H .  B. Bagnal l ,  "The Naming of  Old Ghent," Norfolk Ledger,  J u l y  1 6 ,  1910. 

3 ~ h a r t e r e d  May 21, 1890, C i t y  C l e r k ' s  Of f i ce ,  Char te r  Book 1, p. 457. R a t i f i e d ,  
confirmed and amended by t h e  General  Assembly on January 14 ,  1892. Chapter  60, pp. 91-94. 

4"An a c t  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  Suburban and C i ty  ra i lway and improvement company . . . 
Acts of Assembly, May 2, 1887, Chapter 121, pp. 168-69. -- 

5'1An a c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  West-end land  company of Norfolk t o  c o n s t r u c t  a t o l l -  
br idge.  . ." -- Acts of Assembly, May 2 ,  1887, Chapter 118, p. 164.  

6 ~ c t s  -- of Assembly, February 22, 1890, Chapter 332, pp. 546-552. 

7 ~ b i d . ,  - s e c t i o n  8. Also s e e  C i t y  of  Norfolk,  Ordinances,  1885, Chapter  19 ,  pp. 
72-73. 

a b r i e f  b iog raph ica l  ske tch  of Graham s e e  - The Norfolk V i r g i n i a n  I l l u s t r a t e d  
Ed i t ion ,  p. 70. 

'For a n  e x c e l l e n t  d i scuss ion  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  f i e l d s  of c i v i c  
engineer ing  and c i t y  p lanning  see :  S t a n l e y  K.  Schul tz  and Clay McShane, "To Engineer t h e  
Metropolis :  Sewers, S a n i t a t i o n ,  and C i t y  Planning i n  Late-Nineteenth-Century America," 
Jou rna l  of  American H i s t o r y ,  v .  65 (September, 1978), 389-411. G r a n o l i t h i c  s idewalks  
may h a v e b e e n  l a i d  by S. L. Fos t e r .  Morrison, 2. &., p. 16 .  

I O ~ o r f o l k  Ordinances, 1890-1910. A p e t i t i o n  t o  e r e c t  t h e  Ghent b r i d g e  was made on 
September 18,  1890, and on November 5 ,  1890 (Ordinances, Book 1 4 ,  p. 592, 607).  A 
p e t i t i o n  t o  l a y  water  mains was f i l e d  on June 9,  1891 (Ordinances,  Book 1 5 ,  p.  60) .  Piped 
water  was f i r s t  in t roduced i n t o  Ghent i n  November 1891 (Ordinances. Book 1 5 ,  pp. 99-101). 
S t r e e t s  were l a i d  i n  t h e  s u m e r  of 1891 (Ordinances, Book 15 ,  p.  304). 

l l l n d u s t r i a l  Advantages of Norfolk,  1893. - 
" ~ o b e r t  B. T u n s t a l l ,  "About t h e  H i s t o r y  of Ghent," V i r g i n i a P i l o t ,  March 1 8 ,  1951. 

T u n s t a l l  may be mistaken about h i s  d a t e s .  Horace Hardy purchased h i s  Mowbray Arch l o t  i n  
December 1892 and would not  have been a b l e  t o  complete c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  h i s  new house u n t i l  
sometime t h e  fo l lowing year .  "Property T r a n s f e r a l s "  Norfolk J o u r n a l  of  Commerce, December - 
24, 1892, p .  1. 

(See Continuat ion Shee t  #7) 
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%bid.  , December 24, 1892; February 11, 1893. 

1 4 ~ o r r i s o n  n o t e s  t h e  fol lowing c o s t s :  Horace Hardy house $20,000; Fergus Reid 
house $15,000; and Wm. H. White house $20,000. Morrison, T. &., p. 47. By 1905, 
houses ranged from $2,200 (A. E. Milles-Spec. House, Building Permi t  349) t o  $55,000 
(Walker H. Dey res., Bui ld ing  Permit  939). 

151n 1901, i n  response t o  t h e  new growth experienced i n  t h e  suburb, t h e  c i t y  
d i r e c t o r i e s  began l i s t i n g  r e s i d e n t s  by s t r e e t  address .  Residences were p r e v i o u s l y  l i s t e d  
under t h e  subheading of "Ghent." Ci ty  D i r e c t o r i e s  1900, 1901. 

16See: -- Acts of  Assembly, February 2, 1901, Chapter 25, p .  24. Maps and e a r l y  
photographs i n d i c a t e  two t r o l l e y  c a r  b r idges  over  Smith's Creek by 1908. Board of Trade ,  
The Story of Norfolk,  1908 (unpaginated) .  - - 

1 7 ~ o r f o l k  Bui ld ing  Permit  1586. The e r e c t i o n  of a new school  a t  Graydonand Moran 
i n  1901-02 i s  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i 6 n  of t h e  r ap id  growth exper ienced  i n  Ghent. 

1 8 ~ h e i r  i n t e r e s t s a r e  s a i d  t o  have inc luded t h e  Norfolk and Western Rai l road .  

u " ~ a y  Baldr idge ,  "Norfolk, ' P o t e n t i a l  Venice of America' , . . . V i r g i n i a n  ~ i i o t ,  
March 11, 1951. 

' ' ~ c t s  -- of Assembly, January  14 ,  1892, Chapter 60,  pp .  91-94. O n  January  1, 1896, 
t h e  Norfolk Company t r a n s f e r r e d  a p o r t i o n  of  i ts  hold ings  t o  a new c o r p o r a t i o n ,  The 
Ghent Company. The Norfolk Vi rg in i an  ..., 9. &., p. 60. 

"quoted i n  Dorothy Thomson Wauchope, Guide t o  Ghent, unpaginated.  

2 2 ~ o r r i s o n ,  z. &. p. 17. Also s e e  Borm,  9. &. p. 19.  

2 4 ~ i r g i n i a n ~ ,  J u l y  7 ,  1909. The s tone  s l a b s  were purchased from t h e  Portsmouth 
Navy Yard. 

2 5 ~ a l d r i d g e ,  -- l o c .  c i t  . 
2 6 ~ h e  museum was e r e c t e d  upon marshland f i l l e d  fo l lowing  t h e  dredging  of  Smi th ' s  

Creek around 1911. Frances Gre te s ,  "New L i f e  f o r  an Old Neighborhood: An A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
Analys is  of Ghent, 1890-1970," unpublished MS, 1970. 

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet  18) I 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

2 7 ~  thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of Norfolk 's  newspapers from 1892 t o  1910 would 
undoubtedly t i e  numerous b u i l d i n g s  wi th  s p e c i f i c  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t s .  
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Gretes ,  Frances. "New L i f e  f o r  an Old Neighborhood: An His to - r i ca l  and A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
Analysis  of Ghent, 1890-1970." Unpublished Manuscript,  1970. 

H. C. Mann Photo Archive, V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Library ,  Richmond. 
I n d u s t r i a l  Commission. Norfolk,  V i rg in ia  "The Sunr ise  C i t y j g  t h e  Sea." Norfolk,  1914. - -- 
Morrison, Andrew. P i c t u r e s  & Maritime Dixie:  Norfolk, VA. Norfolk,  1893. 
Norfolk Chamber of Commerce, "The Ci ty  by the  Sea:' ~ o r f x k ,  1893. -- . Norfolk,  3. and i t s  Environs. Norfolk, 1906. 
Norfolk, City D i r e c t o r i e s  1890-1925. 
Norfolk, Ordinances. 1885-1910. 
Norfolk Journal  of Comerce  1892-1893. 
Norfolk ~edevelopment  and Housing Authori ty.  Ghent-Guidelines - f o r  Redevelopment. Norfo lk ,  

1974. 
Norfolk Virginian.  Norfolk: Its His to ry ,  I t s  L a t e r  Record-Portsmouth: Its S i s t e r  

City. Norfolk, 1897. 
Smith, Robert C. "Brambleton Went, Ghent t o  fo l low Northward Surging Commerce." - - 

V i r g i n i a P i l o t ,  June 28, 1955. 
T u n s t a l l ,  Robert B. "About t h e  His to ry  of Ghent." Vi rg in ian  P i l o t .  March 1 8 ,  1951. 
Commonwealth of V i r g i n i a .  Acts of Assembly, 1890-1900. 
Squ i res ,  W. H.  T. Through t h e  Years i n  Norfolk-1636 t o  1936. Portsmouth, 1936. 

--A 

Wauchope, Dorothy Thompson, Guide t o  Ghent. Norfolk, n.d. 

10. GEOGWHICAL DATA 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

thence ex-tending about 1100' SW, fol lowing s a i d  edge Of c reek  t o  Brambleton Avenue 
b r idge ,  and cont inuing NW along NE s i d e  of br idge ,  then NW a long  IJ edae of c reek  f o r  
about 1300';  thence extending 200' SE, then 800' NE, thereby fo l lowing rhe S and SE s i d e s  
of t h e  s e a  wal l ;  thence extending about 200' due N t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  
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7 .  DESCRIPTION -- Inventory  (arranged a l p h a b e t i c a l l y  by t h e  name of  t h e  s t r e e t )  

Bote tour t  S t r e e t  
Bote tour t  S t r e e t  i s  t r e e  l i n e d  along both  s i d e s .  The s t r e e t  marks t h e  e a s t e r n  r e s i d e n -  
t i a l  edge i n  t h e  lower p o r t i o n  of the  d i s t r i c t .  
700 Block 

712: b r i c k  (Flemish bond); 2  s t o r i e s ;  f l a t  r o o f ;  5 bays; 1 - s t o r y  c e n t r a l  
en t r ance  porch. Colonia l  Revival .  ca.  1930. 8 /12  s a s h .  S ty l i zed .me tope  
and t r i g l y p h  f r i e z e .  Simple co rn ice  below low parapet .  Rowlock l i n t e l s .  
Brick jack a rches .  

713: b r i c k  (7-course American bond); 1 s t o r y ;  f l a t  roof  f ron ted  by 3  gab le  
parapets ;  3  bays .  Garage. Ca. 1915. Double doors ,  each w i t h  9 - l i g h t  windows 

4 2 above 3 v e r t i c a l  panels ,  open i n t o  each bay. S o l d i e r  course  S-urrounds each bay 
opening. 

714 (The >lowbray): b r i c k  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 4 s t o r i e s ;  low-pitch roof  f r o n t e d  by 3 hipped t i l e  parapet ;  11 bays.  Vernacular  apartment house. Ca. 1914. T r i angu la r -  , 
shaped b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Bo te tou r t  and Mowbray Arch. Large window 
openings mark end bays. Water t a b l e  and 4 t h  f l o o r  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  wh i t e .  En t rance  
near  e a s t  end .  F i r e  escape i n  6 t h  bay. I 

Parking l o t s  a long both s i d e s  

,( 900 Block 
Vacant l o t s  on both  s i d e s  

Colonial  Avenue 
Colonial  Avenue t r a v e r s e s  the  e n t i r e  Ghent subd iv i s ion .  The e a r l i e s t  development of  
Ghent occurred a t  Beechwood Place ( a t  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Colonia l  and Pembroke avenues) .  
Along wi th  Mowbray Arch, t h i s  t r e e - l i n e d  avenue was a  favored s i t e  by Nor fo lk ' s  e l i t e  
t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e i r  s t a t e l y  houses a t  the  t u r n  of the  century .  

200 Block 
203: pressed b r i c k  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond) 1st f l o o r  and frame (ha l f - t imber  w i t h  s t u c c o  
i n f i l l )  2nd and a t t i c  s t o r i e s ;  2% s t o r i e s ;  gable  roof  w i t h  l a r g e  c e n t r a l  g a b l e  
wal l  dormer and s i d e  gable-roof dormers; 6 bays; 1 - s t o r y  r e c e s s e d  porch i n  2nd 

/&' and 3rd bays7 Tudor Revival .  Ca. 1900-01. Large framing i n  1 s t - f l o o r  s o u t h  
bay. Large and smal l  framing wi th  occas iona l  d iagonal  brac ing  i n  2nd f l o o r .  
Tension b rac ing  i n  roof  dormers.  Fan l igh t  transoms over  1 s t - s t o r y  s o u t h  bay 
casement window openings. Diamond-paned casement windows wi th  r e c t a n g u l a r ,  
diamond-paned transoms i n  1 s t - f l o o r  3rd and 4 t h  bays.  Upper deck w i t h  frame 
wa l l s  above 2nd s t o r y  i n  south  2  bays. 

( see  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  1\10) 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION -- Inventory  (continued) 

Colonial  Avenue (continued) 

212 (Hugh C. Davis res idence) :  b r i c k  (Flemish bond); 2% s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof  
wi th  m u l t i - l i g h t  dormers; 5 bays; 2-s tory  c e n t r a l  porch supported by I o n i c  

'1 columns. Georgian Revival .  Ca. 1903. Entnance f lanked by s imple  p i l a s t e r s .  
Consoles suppor t  c e n t r a l  deck above door. Davis was a  lawyer i n  Norfolk a t  t h e  
t u r n  of the  century .  

,% 213: Vacant l o t  used as  a  park. 

, 4 214: Vacant. 

219 (Charles W. Priddy res idence) :  pressed-brick facade ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2% 
s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof wi th  c e n t r a l  2-bay hipped dormers; 3  bays; r e c e s s e d  1st- 
s t o r y  porch. Colonia l  Revival in f luenced .  Ca. 1900. C o r b e l e d  b r i c k  and s o l d i e r  
s t r i n g  course beneath 2nd-story windows. Corbeled b r i c k  s t r i n g  c o u r s e  beneath 
eave. Turned porch ba lus t r ade .  O r i g i n a l  frame, s e m i c i r c u l a r  Co lon ia l  Revival  
porch i n  c e n t e r  bay removed. F'riddy was p r e s i d e n t  of C.W. Priddy and Co., 
Pocomoke Guano Co., Hampton Guano Co., Berkley Chemical Co., Norfolk Bagging Co., 
and Norfolk F i r e  Insurance Corporat ion.  

300 Block 

300 (Theodore S .  Garnet t  r e s idence ) :  pressed-br ick  facade ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2% 
s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof  with c e n t r a l  2-bay, s c r o l l - t o p p e d ,  bracketed g a b l e  dormer; 
3  bays; 1 - s t o r y  c e n t r a l  porch with t r i p l e  corner  columns. Georgian Revival .  

, \  Ca. 1900-01. Pa i red  windows i n  s i d e  bays wi th  s t o n e  heads.  Stone l i n t e l s .  
Matching b racke t s  on porch, eave,and dormer. Double door opens o n t o  porch deck. 
Deck b a l u s t r a d e  removed. Roof deck b a l u s t r a d e  removed. I n t e r i o e  end chimney 
with corbeled  b r i c k  caps.  Garnet t  was a  Norfolk a t t o r n e y  a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  
century  (Garnet t  and Garne t t ) .  

303 (Frank S. Royster  res idence) :  pressed-brick facade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2% 
s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof wi th  3  pedimented dormers (round-arched s a s h ,  f l anked  by 
paneled p i l a s t e r s ) ;  5 bays.  Georgian Revival.  Ca. 1900-02. Bowed s i d e  bays. 
F l a t  a rches  wi th  r a i s e d  k e y s t o n e o v e r  s i d e  bay windows. Cen t ra l  e n t r a n c e  r ecessed  

\ behind pa i red ,  f l u t e d  I o n i c  columns and p i l a s t e r s  and a r c h i t r a v e  f r i e z e .  C e n t r a l  
2nd-floor  pa i red  windows framed by a t t enua ted  I o n i c  p i l a s t e r s  and s c r o l l  pediment. 
Giant o r d e r  I o n i c  p i l a s t e r s  a t  facade ends v i s u a l l y  suppor t  blank f r i e z e  and 
modil l ioned co rn ice .  I n t e r i o r  end chimneys wi th  paneled b r i c k  s t a c k s  and 
corbeled caps.  Porch removed. Or ig ina l  porch i d e n t i c a l  t o  porch found a t  524 
F a i r f a x .  John Kevan Peebles, a r c h i t e c t  (perhaps i n  conjunct ion  w i t h  F i n l a y  
Forbes Ferguson). Frank Royster was p res iden t  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Chemical Co., 
F.S. Royster  Guano Co., and p r e s i d e n t - t r e a s u r e r  o f  the  Columbia Guano Co. 

( see  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  #11) 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION -- Inventory (continued) 

Colonia l  Avenue (continued) 

303 (continued):  Royster opera ted  a  wholesale d e a l e r s h i p  i n  f l o u r ,  sugar ,  and 
provis ions  ( e s t ab l i shed  1891). 

308: b r i c k  (Flemish bond wi th  glazed headers) ;  2% s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof wi th  2  
hipped dormers; 3  bays.  Georgian Revival .  Ca. 1895-1900. F l a t  a r c h e s .  P l a i n  
f r i e z e .  Modillioned cornice .  Or ig ina l  1 - s t o r y  porch wi th  upper deck removed. 
S h u t t e r s  no t  o r i g i n a l .  

Beechwood Place : Beechwood Place is a  small  park l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  
Chent H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  Placed on a x i s  wi th  Colonia l  Avenue, t h e  park f r o n t s  
s e v e r a l  o f  Ghent 's  e a r l y  prodigious r e s idences .  Fergus Reid ,  b u i l d e r  of t h e  
house a t  t he  southwest corner  of c o l n i a l  and Pembroke avenues,  i s  s a i d  t o  have 
named the  park a f t e r  a  l a r g e  beech t r e e  f r o n t i n g  h i s  house. Once a  major f o c a l  
poin t  i n  Ghent, t h e  park i s  p resen t ly  overgrown and unkept .  An ivy-covered 
cha in  l i n k  fence surrounds the  green .  No benches o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  
provided. 

316: b r i c k  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond) 1st f l o o r  and frame ( sh ing le  s h e a t h i n g )  2nd and a t t i  
s t o r i e s ;  2% s t o r i e s ;  gambrel roof wi th  f r o n t  c ross-gable  p r o j e c t i o n  and c ross -  
gab le  dormer; 3  bays; 1-story,  hipped-roof,  "L" -shaped porch w i t h  pa i red  columns 

, and turned ba lus t r ade .  Shingle  S t y l e .  Ca. 1893-95. Poin ted  s h i n g l e s .  Eyebrow 
p r o j e c t i o n  over  upper cross-gable  window openings. S i m i l a r  t o  318 Colonial  
Avenue. This house and i t s  neighbor t o  the  nor th  (318 Co lon ia l )  a r e  s a i d  t o  
have been b u i l t  f o r  s p e c u l a t i o n  by E .  Jones Acker, a  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t  and 
c o n t r a c t o r .  

317 (William )I. Whaley r e s idence ) :  pressed-brick facade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond) 1st 
s t o r y  and frame ( sh ing le  shea th ing)  2nd and a t t i c  s t o r i e s ;  2% s t o r i e s ;  gambrel 

.. \\g roof ( f aces  s t r e e t ) ;  2  bays,  1-s tory  hexagonal porch t o  n o r t h .  Sh ing le  S t y l e .  
Ca. 1894. Entrance recessed behind c o l l a r  arch.  T r i p a r t i t e  window i n  1 s t - f l o o r  
sou th  bay. Paired windows wi th  eyebrow pro jec t ion  i n  e a c h  bay o f  the  2nd f l o o r .  
Cen t ra l  Pa l l ad ian  window s e t  i n  gambrel end. Whaley was a  prominent l o c a l  
merchant and pres ident  of the  Roanoke Rai l road  and Lumber Co. 

318 (Edward Baird r e s idence ) :  See d e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  316 Co lon ia l .  Baird,  a  
c\' Norfolk a t to rney ,  served as  a member of the  Sinking Fund Commission. 

324 (James C.  Ta i t  r e s idence ) :  pressed-brick facade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond);  2% s t o r i e s ;  
gable roof  wi th  2  pedimented s i d e  dormers, c e n t r a l  c ross-gable  pav i l ion ;  3  bays; ' 1 - s t o r y  porch with f l u t e d  Roman Doric columns, turned b a l u s t r a d e  and upper deck. 
Georgian Revival .  Ca. 1900. Fanl ight  i n  cross-gable  pediment. Prominent keystone 
i n  b r i c k  f l a t  arches over  2nd-floor windows. (see c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  612) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory  (continued) 

Colonia l  Avenue (continued) 

325 (Fergus Reid r e s i d e n c e ) :  s tone  (random a s h l a r )  1st f l o o r  and frame ( s h i n g l e )  
shea th ing)  2nd and a t t i c  s t o r i e s ;  2% s t o r i e s ;  gab le  roof  w i t h  c ross-gable  p ro jec -  
t i o n ;  4 bays.  Sh ing le  S t y l e .  Ca. 1892-93. Ent rance  r e c e s s e d  behind  n o r t h  c o r n e r  

/ 
\q porch. 1-s tory  bay window t o  south.  S t y l i z e d  P a l l a d i a n  window i n  c r o s s  gable .  3 

b r i c k  chimneys w i t h  paneled s t a c k s  and corbe led  b r i c k  caps.  House e x h i b i t s  charac-  
t e r i s t i c s  s i m i l a r  t o  317 Colonia l  and 434 Pembroke avenues. The Reid house is one 
of t h e  e a r l i e s t  houses e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  Ghent development a t  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  cen tu ry .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  of h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  one of t h e  i n c o r p o r a t o r s  of t h e  Norfo lk  Company, 
Reid was p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Norfolk and Portsmouth Cotton Exchange, v i ce -p res iden t  of 
t h e  Tidewater Insurance  Company of V i r g i n i a ,  and t r e a s u r e r  of t h e  Norfolk Warehouse 
Associa t ion .  

400 Block 
418 (Robert M. and Robert W. Hughes r e s i d e n c e ) :  pressed-br ick  f a c a d e  ( s t r e t c h e r  
bond); 2% s t o r i e s ;  i n t e r s e c t i n g  high-pitched hipped r o o f s  wi th  shed and hipped 
dormers; 3-story e n t r a n c e  tower wi th  ba t t l emen t s  i n  2nd bay. Tower f e a t u r e s  round- 

'@ arched en t r ance ,  2-part  p r o j e c t i n g  bay windows and banded l a n c e t  windows. E n g l i s h  
/ Y d o r  Revival .  Ca. 1895-1900. T a l l  chimneys s e p a r a t e  s h a f t s  f o r  each  f l u e .  3 

pa~,$?' s t a c k s  s e t  d i agona l ly  t o  each o the r .  Robert W .  Hughes was a judge of t h e  U.S. 

?pz D i s t r i c t  Court from 1874 t o  1898. I n  1873 he  had been a n  unsuccess fu l  c a n d i d a t e  
f o r  governor of V i r g i n i a .  Robert M. Hughes w a s  a n  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  f i r m  of  Sharp 
and Hughes. See: H i s t o r y  - of Vi rg in i a  v. 4 ,  pp. 563-64. 

419 (Alan G.  Burrow r e s i d e n c e ) :  pressed-br ick  f acade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond). 2% s t o r i e s  
gable  roo f ;  3 bays.  Queen Anne. Ca. 1894. Enriched porte-cochere t o  sou th .  
Round-arched en t r ance  w i t h  leaded-glass  transom. En t rance  f l anked  by gauged and 

/" molded b r i c k  a s  w e l l  a s  d e c o r a t i v e  b r i c k  head. T r i p a r t i t e  windows on 1st- and 2nd- 
f l o o r  n o r t h  bay. Segmentally arched windows, i n  2nd-f loor  sou th  bay. 2 round- 
arched windows i n  a t t i c  l e v e l .  Current ly  used a s  t h e  Garrison-Williams School .  
Alan G. Burrow was a Norfolk a t t o r n e y  a t  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y  (Pender  and - 
Burrow). 

500 Block 
500-02: pressed-br ick  facade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond): 2% s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof w i t h  end 
c ross  gab le  and c e n t r a l  pedimented dormer; 4 bays. Duplex. Queen Anne/Colonial  

dZ/ Revival.  . CaI 1900-02. 3-part bay window i n  end bays capped by pedimented c r o s s  
/ gables .  Cross gab le s  and dormer a r e  sh ing led  and c o n t a i n  P a l l a d i a n  o r  round-arched 

windows. D e n t i l s  on co rn ice ,  c r o s s  gab le s ,  and dormers.  O r i g i n a l  1-s tory  porch  
removed. Roof deck b a l u s t r a d e  removed. S h u t t e r s  n o t  o r i g i n a l .  Caps of o r i g i n a l  
end chimneys removed. 

504: pressed-brick f acade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2' s t o r i e s ;  hipped rooE with h ipped .I' dormer I n  no r th  bay. ueen Anne m f  luenced. ?!a. 1898. Bracketed ea  e. D.amond- 
paned a t t i c  - - windows. 8 - s to ry ,  . .  . . ~  3;part tower . i n  . s o u t h  bay-with r e c e s s e g  pane?? . 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory  (continued) 

Colonial  Avenue (continued) 1 
506 (W. Vicar-Hornthal res idence)  : pressed-brick f acade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond) ; 2 

,4 s t o r i e s ,  low-pitch roo f ;  2 bays. I t a l i a n a t e  inf luenced .  Ca. 1898. Ent rance  w i t h  
transom i n  south  bay. Stone heads and s i l ls  on a l l w a l l o p e n i n g s .  3 -pa r t  bay 
window i n  n o r t h  bay. S h u t t e r s  n o t  o r i g i n a l .  I d e n t i c a l  t o  508 Colonia l .  V ica r ,  a 
c l o t h i n g  merchant a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  cen tu ry  (Oden'hal,  V i c a r ,  and G i l b e r t ) ,  s e rved  
s e v e r a l  terms on t h e  Norfolk C i ty  Council .  I n  a d d i t i o n  h e  was v i ce -p res iden t  (4  
years )  and l a t e r  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  S e l e c t  Council  of  Norfolk. 

/ 
n r y  W. Hornthal  r e s idence )  : I d e n t i c a l  t o  506 Colonia l .  

pressed-brick facade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond on main b u i l d i n g ;  header bond on 2-story - 
tower);  3 s t o r i e s ;  low-pitch r o o f ;  2 bays. Romanesque Revival  i n f luenced .  Ca. 
1898. 2-story tower wi th  upper deck i n  n o r t h  bay. Tower windows a r e  9/9 1st f l o o r ;  

,'& 6/6 2nd f l o o r .  Remaining windows a r e  round arched wi th  gauged-brick sur rounds  
q)(6/6 sash) .  Stone water  t a b l e ,  sills, and s t r i n g  course  between 1st and 2nd f l o o r s .  

A $' Corbeled b r i c k  course beneath co rn ice .  Den t i l ed  c o r n i c e .  Entrance i n  sou th  bay. r,z'. I d e n t i c a l  t o  514 Colonia l  except  f o r  s a sh  t r ea tmen t .  

511 (3. E .  Al len  r e s idence ) :  b r i c k  (Flemish bond w i t h  g lazed  heade r s ) ;  2% s t o r i e s ;  
hipped roof wi th  2 s i d e  gab le  dormers and c e n t r a l  hipped dormer; 3 bays ;  1 - s t o r y  /LCI Doric porch i n  c e n t r a l  bay (upper deck b a l u s t r a d e  removed). Colonia l  Revival .  Ca. , 
1896. Cen t ra l  bay i s  s l i g h t l y  r ecessed .  Double door s  w i t h  m u l t i - l i g h t  p a n e l s  open 
onto  upper porch deck. 1/1 s a s h  on s i d e  windows. Multi-paned a t t i c  windows. 
F l o r a l  p a t t e r n  s t a ined-g la s s  basement windows. Den t i l ed  f r i e z e .  P a i r e d  b r a c k e t s  
beneath corn ice .  Corbeled chimney caps. Roof deck b a l u s t r a d e  removed. 

512: pressed-brick f acade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond): 3 s t o r i e s ;  low-pitch r o o f ;  2 bays. 
Modified Romanesque Revival .  Ca. 1898. 2-story,  3-part bay window p r o j e c t i o n  w i t h  

2Q upper deck i n  n o r t h  bay. 1 s t - f l o o r  windows a r e  111 wi th  l a r g e  r e c t a n g u l a r  t ransoms.  
' 2nd-floor windows a r e  r o u n d a r c h e d  wi th  gauged-brick sur rounds .  Large round-arched 4 door and window open onto  3rd-s tory  bay window deck. S tone  water  t a b l e ,  sills and 

s t r i n g  course.  Corbeled b r i c k  course beneath d e n t i l e d  co rn ice .  Ent rance  i n  s o u t h  
+,9)bay. I d e n t i c a l  t o  516 Colonia l .  

\+' fi (@ ,? 514: See 510 Colonia l .  
?x7 

lWt~;w 516 (Tench H. Tilghmsn r e s i d e n c e ) :  See 512 Colonial .  

L 
Drummond Place 
Drummond Place  t a k e s  i t s  name from Commodore Richard Drummond. I n  1830 Drummond ourchased ! - - - - 

the  farmland composing p resen t  day Ghent. From t h e  i n i t i a l  l a y i n g  of t h e  s t r e e t s  t o  1900, 
t h e  s t r e e t  was known a s  Bridge S t r e e t  due t o  i ts  proximi ty  t o  t h e  Ghent Bridge. I n  1910 I 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory (continued) 
Drumond Place (continued) 

the street was named DeBree Place after Commodore DeBree, officer in the Confederate 
Navy. DeBree's estate Lilliput, noted for its roses and rare plants, was located on the 
site of the Fergus Reid residence (325 Colonial Avenue). City officials changed the 
street's name again in 1912--this time to Drummond Place. 

200 B ~ O C ~  /3\ &w ~ / ~ ' 2 ~ ~ 1 4 )  
(Holland A li artments): brick (stretcher bond) with terra cotta details; 3 stories; 

flat roof with low parapet. Beaux Arts. 1904. "C"-shape plan. End sections (each 3- 
bays in width) face onto the street. The center section (5-bays in width) is set back and 
is fronted by a small plaza contained by a low balustrade and formal entrance steps. The 
three sections are joined by 2 - 1-bay, angled stairhalls giving the building a total 
width of 13 bays. Lightly colored brick form quoins at the corners of the 3 major 
sections. Beaux Arts, terra cotta entrances (marked A,B,C) are located in each of the 
connecting bays and in the central recessed section. The apartments were constructed in 
anticipation of housing needs for the 1907 Jamestown Exposition held in Norfolk. City of 
Norfolk Building Permits 777 (November 6 1 , 1904). Cost: $60,000. 

.3% 
207: pressed-brick facade (stretcher bond); 2% stories; gable roof; 2 bays, Colonial 

Revival. Ca. 1905. 3-part bay window in south bay. 2nd floor of north bay extends flush 
with south bay projection. Jack arches over all wall openings. Palladian window and 
imbricated shingles in gable front. 

..?5 
209: brick and frame; 3 stories; hipped roof; 3 bays; 3-story, 3-bay porch with 

turned columns and simple sawn brackets. Ca. 1895-97. Enclosed frame rooms with shingle 
siding on 2nd and 3rd floor south bays. Original rear wing of 419 Warren Crescent. 

* '4 
210: brick (stretcher bond); 3 stories; flat roof with parapet; 4 bays. Vernacular 

apartment house. Ca. 1920. Entrance with fluted pilasters and stylized Doric architrave 
in 3rd bay. Windows rest on rowlock sills. 

-3s 
211: pressed-brick facade (stretcher bond); 2% stories; hipped roof; 3 bays. 

Romanesque Revival. Ca. 1895-97. Triple-arch entrance in center bay. Triple-arch porch 
on 2nd floor. Stone lintels and sills. Central 2-part hipped roof wall dormer in central 
bay. Hip knobs. Originally rear wing of 419 Warren Crescent. 

Fair f ax Avenue 
Originally named Ffary's Avenue for a sister of John Graham, the civil engineer in charge 
of the development of Ghent, the street was renamed Fairfax Avenue in 1901. The north side 
of the 300 block is the site of tightly grouped town houses. Hany houses on the south 
side of this block have been razed. The street is tree lined on both sides. 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory  (continued) 

F a i r f a x  Avenue (continued) 

300 Block 

312: frame; 2% s t o r i e s ;  2 bays. Queen Anne/Colonial Revival .  Ca.  1899-1900. 3- ,y p a r t  bay window i n  e a s t  bay. Imbricated s h i n g l e  p a t t e r n  i n  g a b l e  f r o n t .  Ent rance  
wi th  transom i n  west bay. Diamond-paned windows. Porch removed. Aluminum s i d i n g .  
S i m i l a r  t o  424 F a i r f a x  Avenue. 

314: pressed-br ick  facade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2% s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof w i t h  c e n t r a l  
,?I hipped dormer; 3 bays. Vernacular .  Ca. 1899. J ack  a rches  over  a l l  w a l l  openings.  

Stone sills. Cen t ra l  and e a s t  bay form bowed bay window. Dent i led  co rn ice .  Porch 
removed. 

316 (W. P. Oberndorfer r e s idence ) :  pressed-br ick  f acade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2% 
5% s t o r i e s ;  gambrel roof  wi th  2 pedimented dormers; 2 bays. Queen Anne/Colonial Revival  
' Ca. 1903. 3-part  F i window i n  west bay. Entrance i n  e a s t  bay. S tone  window heads 

and sills. M u l t i - l ~ g h t ,  round-arched a t t i c  windows. Porch removed. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
serv ing  a s  a member of  t h e  Norfolk S e l e c t  Council ,  Oberndorfer  was P r e s i d e n t  of  
t h e  Thomas U.  Hare Co. ( s tocks  and bonds) and v ice-pres ident  of M. Hofheimer & Co. 
( l i q u o r s  and c i g a r s ) .  

318 (Moses Hofheimer r e s idence ) :  pressed-br ick  facade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2% s t o r i e s ;  

1 
?? gable  roof wi th  2 hipped dormers; 2 bays. Vernacular  Co lon ia l  Revival .  C a .  1901-02. 

1-s tory ,  3-part  bay window i n  e a s t  bay. Entrance i n  w e s t  bay. J ack  a r c h e s  o v e r  
door and 2nd-floor window openings. Porch removed. S h u t t e r s  not  o r i g i n a l .  
Hofheimer was p r e s i d e n t  of M. Hofheimer & co. ( l i q u o r s  and c i g a r s ) .  

320 (Edwin C. Hathaway res idence)  : pressed-br ick  facade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond) ; 2% 
s t o r i e s ;  gab le  roof wi th  2 hipped dormers; 2 bays.  Colonia l  Revival  i n f luenced .  Ca.  
1901-02. Jack  a rches  over  a l l  wa l l  openings. Diamond-paned a t t i c  windows. S tone  
sills. Entrance i n  west bay. Porch removed. Hathaway was an a c t i v e  businessman 
i n  Norfolk. H i s  p o s i t i o n s  inc lude  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Dup l i ca t e  Trans fe r  and Rebate 
Co., v ice-pres ident  and gene ra l  manager of  t h e  Norfolk Railway and L igh t  Co., v ice-  
p re s iden t  of t h e  C i ty  Gas Co. of Norfolk,  g e n e r a l  manager o f  t h e  Norfo lk  and A t l a n t i c  
Terminal Co. and gene ra l  manager of t h e  Norfolk,  Portsmouth, and Newport N e w s  C O .  

/d' 321: Parking l o t  I 
322: frame; 2% s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof wi th  c e n t r a l  gab le  dormer; 3 bays. Queen Anne. ,4% Ca. 1900-01. Round, 2nd-story corner  t u r r e t  t o  t h e  west w i t h  d e n t i l e d  f r i e z e ,  
modillioned co rn ice ,  and c o n i c a l  roof .  Beaded h o r i z o n t a l  s i d i n g .  V e r t i c a l  s i d i n g  on 
tower. Entrance i n  west bay. Porch removed. 

( s e e  con t inua t ion  s h e e t  616) 



(11/78) 
UUITED STATES DEPARTMC?,T OF THE IhTERIO? 

HEqITAGE CONSERVATION AND REC2EATIOh SERVICE 
RECEIVE3 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
I N E N T O R Y  --NOMINATION FORM 

GHENT HISTORIC DISTRICT, Norfolk, Virginia 

CONTI NUATION SHEET #I6 ITEM NUMBER PAGE 10 

7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory (continued) 
Fairfax Avenue (continued) .~hkw 12 L - 292). 

323 (He L. Page residence): brick (Flemish bond with glazed headers); 2% 
stories; hipped roof with 2 gable dormers and central pedimented wall dormer; 5 bays; 
1-story, 3-bay Doric porch across facade (upper deck balustrade removed). Georgian 
Revival. Ca. 1895. Central entrance bay projects slightly. Diamond-paned transom and 
sidelights. Stylized Palladian window in wall dormer. Dentils. Interior end chimneys. 
Page was one of the largest real estate operators in the Norfolk-Portsmouth area. His 
positions include: secretary-treasurer of the following organizations: Greater Norfolk 
Land Co. Amherst Development Co., West Portsmouth Land Co., Virginia Land and Improvement 
Co., Norfolk Installment Land Co., and Ocean View Pleasure Pier Co. Other positions 
include: president of ConsolidatedTurnpike Co., president of the East Branch Turnpike and 
Toll Bridge Co., president of the Columbia Land Co., president of the Norfolk Suburban 
Land Co., secretary of Tidewater Perpetual Building and Loan Assn., secretary of Chautauqua 
by-the-Sea Assembly, secretary of the board of directors of United Charities, and treasurer 
of the Norfolk Real Estate and Stock Exchange. 

-w 
3 2 4 :  pressed-brick facade (stretcher bond); 2% stories; hipped roof with large central 
gable dormer; 3 bays. Vernacular. Ca. 1900-01. Entrance with transom in east bay. Jack 
arches Porch removed. 

, Li 
326: pressed-brick facade (stretcher bond); 2% stories; hipped roof with cross gable in 
east bay; 2 bays; 1-story, 3-bay hipped roof porch with turned columns and balustrade 
extends across facade. Queen Anne/Colonial Revival. Ca. 1900-01. 3-part bay window in 
east bay. Entrance with transom in west bay. Diamond-paned upper dash on 2nd floor 
windows,. Dentiled cornice. Shingle pattern in cross  able. .! - - 

(stretcher bond) with wood details; 2% stories; gable roof; 
3 bays; 1-story hipped roof porch with cross gable in entrance bay. Colonial Revival. Ca. h 
1895. Entrance in west bay. Fluted Doric coiumns on box pedestals. Turned balustrade. 
3-part bay window in central bay extends from the 2nd floor to the attic story. Bay window 
have diamond-paned upper sashes. Mutli-light, round-arched, 2nd-floor side bay windows. 
Attic windows framed by fluted columns supporting entablature and bracketed pediment. Atti 
story formed by 2 inscribed pediments sharing the same ridge. Decorative scroll brackets 
on porch eave and eave of attic pediments. Dentils. Colonial Revival floral decoration -~ 

in porch and attic pediments. 
41 1 
\ '  

328 (Russell S. Dawson residence) : pressed-brick facade (stretcher bond); 2% stories; 
gable roof with central 3-bay hipped dormer in central bay; 3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay Tuscan 
Doric porch. Georgian Revival influenced. Ca. 1905. Entrance with transom in east bay. 
Flat arches with stone keystones over 2nd-floor windows. Stone sills. Dentiled and 
bracketed eaves on porch, cornice, and dormer. Gable parapet. Dawson was president of the 
Norfolk and Portsmouth Cotton Exchange. 

(see continuation sheet #17) 
.~ - .. . . . . . .. . .~ .. . . . .~~ . .. . ~ .. .~ . . . 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory  (continued) 

F a i r f a x  Avenue (continued) 

4s 329: Vacant l o t .  

330: pressed-brick facade ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); gab le  roof wi th  c e n t r a l  pedimented 
ormer; 2 bays. Colonia l  Revival  i n f luenced .  Ca. 1901-05. 3-part bay window i n  

/q4 deast bay. Entrance wi th  transom i n  west bay. P l a t  a r ches  w i t h  f i n i s h e d  s tone  
keystone over  a l l  wa l l  openings. Finished s tone  sills. D e n t i l s .  Porch removed. I 

3 332: pressed-brick facade ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2% s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof w i t h  l a r g e  
,5 cross-gable dormer porch;  2 bays, 1 - s to ry  en t r ance  porch i n  west bay. Romanesque 

Revival i n f luenced .  Ca. 1901-02. Rus t i ca t ed  s t o n e  porch columns, window heads  and 
s i l l s ,  and on a r c h  in sc r ibed  w i t h i n  dormer porch. Porch deck b a l u s t r a d e  removed. I 

/\  333 (James Ridgewell r e s idence ) :  pressed-br ick  facade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2% s t o r i e s ;  
,4 gable  roof wi th  2 pedimented dormers; 2 bays; 1-s tory ,  2-bay porch wi th  pa i r ed  

columns and p l a i n  f r i e z e .  Georgian Revival  inf luenced .  Ca. 1902. P l a t  a r c h e s  w i t h  
prominent keys tones  on 2nd f l o o r .  Ent rance  i n  w e s t  bay w i t h  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  transom 
and s i d e l i g h t s .  Ridgewell was p r o p r i e t o r  of t h e  Norfolk Foundry. I 

~ ~ 3 3 4 :  pressed-brick f a c a d e ( s t r e t c h e r b 0 n d ) ;  2% s t o r i e s ;  g a b l e  roo f ;  2 bays;  1 - s to ry ,  
, hipped-roof porch wi th  smooth s h a f t  columns and turned ba lus t r ade .  Queen Anne/ 

Colonial  Revival .  Ca. 1900-01. Entrance i n  west bay. C e n t r a l  3-par t  bay windows 
i n  2nd f l o o r .  Shingled gable  end wi th  P a l l a d i a n  window. I 

;4'335: Vacant l o t .  

,,j 336: pressed-br ick  facade  ( s t r e t c h e r  bond); 2% s t o r i e s ;  gable lgambre l  roof  w i t h  2 
3 pedimented dormers; 2 bays; 1-s tory ,  3-bay, hipped-roof porch a c r o s s  f acade  (not  

o r i g i n a l ) .  Colonia l  Revival.  Ca. 1902. Entrance i n  west bay. F l a t  a r c h e s  o v e r  
a l l  wa l l  openings. Stone s i l l s .  M u l t i - l i g h t ,  round-arched a t t i c  windows wi th  
keystone. 

,4 338: frame; 2% s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof wi th  gabled a t t i c  porch;  2 bays;  1 - s to ry ,  hipped 
, roof porch wi th  smooth s h a f t  columns and turned  ba lus t r ade .  Colonia l  Revival 

inf luenced .  Ca .  1898. Entrance i n  e a s t  bay. Sh ing le  shea th ing  on facade .  Clap- 
board ends. A t t i c  porch with gable  r o o f ,  turned columns, and turned ba lus t r ade .  

~ 3 3 9  (Frank R. May re s idence ) :  frame; 2% s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof  wi th  g a b l e  dormer 

,' 4 over  west bay; 3 bays. Vernacular Colonia l  Revival .  Ca. 1899. Ent rance  i n  west  bay. 
Asbestos sh ing le s .  May was a l o c a l  c o n t r a c t o r  and b u i l d e r .  It i s  n o t  known whether  
he worked on any houses cons t ruc ted  i n  Ghent. 

4'' 340: s tone  f ac ing  (coursed a s h l a r )  over  b r i c k ;  2% s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof  wi th  2 g a b l e  
, dormers; 2 bays. Romanesque Revival i n f luenced .  Ca. 1899. Entrance w i t h  transom 

i n  e a s t  bay. 2-story round tower w i t h  upper deck i n  w e s t  bay. S i m i l a r  t o  342, 344, 
and 346 F a i r f a x  Avenue. I . . . : ),. n \  I 
























































